
 

2009 ENGLISH BALL BO ASTS IMPRESSIVE 
LINEUP; NEW CO-CHAIRS ANNOUNCED 

 

 FIRST ST. GEORGE’S SOCIETY SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED TO LEHMAN STUDENTS 

 

Since the St. George’s 
Society’s Medal of Honour was 
first introduced in 1996 the list 
of its recipients has continued 
to grow in distinction and 
prestige.  Previous honorees 
have included a host of 
transatlantic business leaders 
and, this year for the first time, 
a best-selling British-born 
author. The presentation of the 

award is the focal point of the annual English Ball, held to 
celebrate England’s Patron, St. George, in April of each.  
The following will be honored at the 2009 ball: Lionel 
Barber, editor of The Financial Times; Louis V. Gerstner, 
KBE, retired chairman of IBM Corporation; Sir Terry Leahy, 
chief executive of Tesco; and Sir John Rose, chief 
executive of Rolls-Royce. “It is wonderful that the Society is 
recognizing four such prominent British and American 
business leaders who personify major facets of the 
transatlantic business relationship,” said Peter M. Felix, 
CBE, President of St. George’s Society.  The gala event will 
take place at the Starlight Roof (seen in photo) of the 
Waldorf=Astoria Hotel on Friday 24 April.  The English Ball 
is entirely organized and run by a committee of volunteer 
members.  We are delighted that Vicki Downey will serve 
again as ball chairman and that Hilda Frost and Olivia 
Fussell will join her as co-chairmen for the first time.  Over 
the past decade the English Ball has evolved into the city’s 
pre-eminent English social event of the year and has built 
up a well-deserved reputation as an event that is not to be 
missed.  Income from the ball directly supports the 
Society’s charity program.   The ball committee has set the 
base ticket price at $400 for members, unchanged from this 
year. 
 

  The Campaign for St. George was 
launched in 2007 to raise $5 million to 
enable the Society to achieve three 
objectives: hire a full-time social worker, 
increase services to beneficiaries, and 
launch a scholarship program.  The 
campaign has since raised $2.8 million 
in gifts and pledges, notably $1 million 
from the Manton Family Foundation.  
The scholarships component is one of 
the Society’s most exciting new 
initiatives and it is pleasing to report that 
on 19 August the first St. George’s 
Society Scholarships were awarded to 

24 British or Commonwealth students enrolled at Lehman 
College (photo), part of CUNY, in the Bronx.  John Mauk 
Hilliard, Chairman of the Scholarship Committee, worked for 
over three decades as a faculty member and an 
administrator at the school and was instrumental in helping 
the Society to forge a relationship with Lehman.  Of its 
10,000 students, 10% are of Commonwealth or British origin.  
The scholarships are intended for students who have 
completed three years of study and maintained a 3.0 or 
higher grade point average.  Lehman’s Financial Aid office 
identified 25 candidates with unmet financial needs who 
satisfied these criteria and forwarded applications with 
essays to the Society.  After reviewing them, the committee 
voted to award five full scholarships of $4,400 each; five 
half-scholarships ($2,200 each); and 13 quarter-scholarships 
($1,100 each).  One student was awarded $1,042 instead of 
$2,200 so as not to jeopardize other funding; and one 
received no award for the same reason.  The awards totaled 
$48,342 which was funded by a gift from Mark C. Pigott, 
OBE, a member of the Society’s Advisory Council.  Of those 
who received full scholarships, two are from Nigeria, one 
from St. Lucia, one from Trinidad and one from England.   

DUKE AND DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER TO 
ATTEND OCTOBER LUNCHEON 

 

 DENNIS WEATHERSTONE SUCCEEDED BY 
WILLIAM MILLER AND MARTIN SULLIVAN 

 

TRH The Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester will 
be the Society’s honored 
guests at the Semi Annual 
General Meeting and lunch 
on 22 October at the 
Metropolitan Club (photo).  
The Duke of Gloucester is 
the Society’s Patron.   At 
the event, Lady 
Weatherstone will unveil a 
portrait of her late husband, 

Sir Dennis, a longtime member and benefactor of the 
Society which will be displayed in the office.  Dr. Ricardo 
Fernandez, President of Lehman College, and recipients of 
St. George’s Society scholarships will also be present.  The 
Duke of Gloucester is a first cousin of HM The Queen and 
carries out a substantial number of public duties.  An 

 The death of Sir Dennis 
Weatherstone (photo) in June 
created a large and unexpected 
void in the Society.   Sir Dennis 
joined St. George’s Society in 
1971 and was Honorary 
Chairman of the Campaign for 
St. George and Chairman of 
the Advisory Council.  William 
R. Miller, OBE, a past 
President of the Society, was 
named to succeed him in the 
first post.  Previously, he was 

its Vice Chairman.  Bill’s record of leadership in the business 
and non-profit worlds is well-known in New York.  After 
retiring as Vice Chairman of Bristol Myers Squibb in 1989, 
he continued his involvements in a number of charities, 
including the English-Speaking Union of the United States, 

 



architect by training, he is deeply interested in architecture 
and conservation.  The Duke has also produced three 
books of photographs: On Public View (1970), which 
illustrated London statues, The Face of London (1973) and 
Oxford and Cambridge (1980). His Royal Highness is 
patron of many British organizations in addition to St. 
George’s Society; and is President of Britain-Nepal Society, 
British Consultants Bureau, British Leprosy Relief 
Association (LEPRA – Vice President), Cancer Research 
Campaign, Christ’s Hospital, Institute of Advanced 
Motorists, London Society, National Association   
of Clubs for Young People, Public Monuments and 
Sculpture Association, Royal Smithfield Club and St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital.  In 1997 he was appointed a 
Knight of the Order of the Garter (KG), Britain’s senior 
chivalric association.This will be the fourth occasion on 
which His Royal Highness has met with members of St. 
George’s Society since he became our first Royal Patron in 
2000.  An invitation will be mailed to all members.   

St. George’s Society,  and the St. Paul’s Cathedral Trust in 
America to name a few.  For his services to British charitable 
interests, he was appointed an Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire by HM The Queen in 2004.  Martin J. Sullivan, 
OBE, was appointed to succeed Sir Dennis as Chairman of 
the Society’s Advisory Council.  Martin brings a lifetime of 
international experience to the Council.  From 2003 to this 
year he was President and CEO of AIG.  He was awarded 
an OBE by The Queen in 2006.  Since joining in 2001 Martin 
has taken an active interest in the Society’s affairs and 
continued the association between AIG and the Society that 
was begun when the late Sir Edwin A.G. (“Jim”) Manton, a 
longtime senior AIG executive joined St. George’s Society in 
1938.  Sir Edwin died, aged 96, in 2005, and the Manton 
Family Foundation made a $1 million gift to the Society in 
memory of him and his late wife, Lady (Florence) Manton. 

MARISA MACE SUCCEEDS VAL BICKEL AS 
EVENTS AND MEMBERSHIP MANAGER 

 

 SOCIETY RECEIVES $100,000 BEQUEST FROM 
ESTATE OF WENDY SHADWELL 

 

Marisa Mace (photo) joined the 
staff of St. George’s Society as 
Events and Membership Manager 
on 22 September.  She succeeds 
Val Bickel, who resigned after four 
years in order to pursue graduate 
studies full-time in the city.  In her 
new capacity Marisa will support 
the Activities, Arts Initiative, English 
Ball, Membership and Marketing 

Committees to produce the Society’s annual program of 
social activities and attract new members.  Prior to joining 
St. George’s, Marisa was an Events Coordinator at the 
Interactive Advertising Bureau in New York, where she 
coordinated the logistics of all calendar events, many of 
which were large-scale conferences, in-house and off-site 
meetings, networking dinners and large dining 
engagements.  Before that, Marisa was a Junior Account 
Executive with De Franco Media, where she handled 
publicity and special event planning.  Her responsibilities 
there included maintaining relations with local and regional 
media, internal communications, and publicity campaigns.  
Before that, Marisa was a public relations intern with 
People's Revolution.  Marisa received a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree from The School of Visual Arts in New York.  
She is currently pursuing a professional certification in 
Meeting, Conference, and Event Management at New York 
University.  Marisa made an excellent impression on the 
committee appointed to hire the new Events and 
Membership Manager: they were June Briggs, Vicki 
Downey, Kazie Harvey, John Shannon and Robert Titley.  
With her knowledge of event planning and previous work 
experience, Marisa is likely to bring valuable and necessary 
skills to the Society as it continues to grow.   
 

 

 Wendy J. Shadwell, who 
joined the Society in 1998 and 
died in 2007, made St. 
George’s Society a beneficiary 
in her will.  Richard Allgaier (in 
photo, left), her executor,  
presented a check for 
$100,000 to President Peter 
M. Felix, CBE (photo, right) at 
the fall reception held on 16 
September at the Tavern on 

the Green in Central Park.  From 1974 to her retirement in 
2002, Wendy Shadwell was the Curator of Prints of the 
New-York Historical Society; and Curator Emerita 
thereafter.  As Curator she oversaw the Historical Society’s 
vast holdings of prints, photographs, architectural drawings 
and ephemera, which grew to approximately three million 
items.  An expert on the work of Audubon, Miss Shadwell 
was often consulted collectors and dealers.  During her 
tenure, she also organized and mounted numerous 
exhibitions from her department’s collections, including one 
on circus posters, 1939 World’s Fair objects, Civil War 
materials and even on pets, pests and feathers.  As an 
authority in her field, Miss Shadwell wrote and lectured 
extensively, and had a particular interest in 19th-century 
trade cards and catalogs.  Her book, American Printmaking: 
The First 150 Years, published in 1969, is a still valuable 
reference for historians and collectors.  She also co-
authored the two-volume Catalogue of American Portraits in 
the New-York Historical Society (1974).  Miss Shadwell 
grew up on Staten Island, the daughter of British parents, 
and graduated with honors in 1963 from Mary Washington 
University and then undertook graduate work at Columbia 
University.  Her first position was as curator of the private 
art collection of J. William Middendorf II, later US 
ambassador to The Netherlands and Secretary of the Navy. 
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