
 

2010 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

 

 2010 ENGLISH BALL UPDATE  
 

 

The Society’s 240th AGM held on 
25 January 2010 was followed by 
a reception that inaugurated a 
new style of entertainment.  
During the business meeting, the 
members heard a series of 
reports from the President, Victor 
E. Stewart (photo); the Chairman 
of the Beneficiaries Committee, 
Melissa M. Gibbs; the Executive 
Director, John Shannon, who 
also delivered the Treasurer’s 
and the Secretary’s report; and 
the Nominating Committee, Peter 

M. Felix, CBE.  The following were nominated to serve in 
2010: Victor E. Stewart, President; John C. Harvey, First 
Vice President; Robert J.K. Titley, Second Vice President; 
Keith E. Simpson, Secretary; and Stephen J. Storen, 
Treasurer.  Four new directors were also elected to serve 
for three years: Paul Beresford-Hill, MBE, JoAnne 
Davidson, Hilda Frost and Philip Warner, OBE.  The Rev. 
David G. Henritzy was elected as a Chaplain in succession 
to the Rt. Rev. E. Don Taylor, who retired as Episcopal 
Vicar Bishop for Manhattan and is now Rector of the Parish 
Church of Kingston, Jamaica.  In previous years the 
business meeting was followed by a cocktail reception with 
a sit-down dinner, sometimes featuring a speaker.  This 
year there was a three-hour reception with open bar, 
substantial hors d’œuvres and a trio of musicians for 
dancing.  Instead of the Harvard Club, the venue this time 
was the Racquet & Tennis Club, on Park Avenue at 53rd 
Street in Manhattan.  Thanks to June C. Briggs and the 
Activities Committee for revamping the format of the AGM 
from a traditional dinner to a more informal event.  The 
space remaining does not permit a detailed account of the 
very successful Rugby Legends dinner held on 3 December 
2009 at the New York Athletic Club and the equally popular 
and enjoyable Christmas luncheon at the Yale Club on 12 
December 2009.  

 

  With one month to over half the 
tickets for the 2010 English Ball 
have already been sold before the 
invitation has been even mailed.  
The gala event, at which Mark C. 
Pigott, OBE, will receive the 
Society’s Medal of Honor, will take 
place on Thursday 22 April 2010 at 
the New York Public Library on 
Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street.  The 
cocktail reception will be held in 
the McGraw Rotunda and the 
dinner in Astor Hall.  Both are 
exclusive, almost legendary New 

York settings.  In addition, a very special, one-night only 
exhibit of 10 Library literary treasures has been arranged so 
guests will be able to view no less than three first edition 
Shakespeare folios and an autograph letter of Queen 
Elizabeth I, among other precious items, in the Rose 
Reading Room.  Mr. Pigott is being recognized for his critical 
support of the Society’s scholarship program and, in this 
connection, there will be a special appeal at the dinner for 
scholarship fund donations, backed by an anonymous 
$50,000 matching grant.  Befitting the evening’s theme - 
“London in New York” - special guests in attendance will be 
The Lord Mayor of Westminster, Councillor Duncan Sandys, 
with his handsome municipal regalia; and the Chairman of 
the Royal Society of St. George’s City of Westminster 
branch, Admiral Sir Neville Purvis, KCB, and Lady Purvis.   
Bulldog Gin is supplying the gin for the evening and a 
special gin cocktail bar.  The Starlight Orchestra will provide 
entertainment and dancing music.  Invitations to the ball 
have been mailed to all members and friends of the Society.  
The maximum seating capacity in Astor Hall is 250 and, with 
over half the tickets ALREADY sold, that leaves under 100 
still available.   With a demand expected to be high, it is 
advisable to respond quickly. Member-priced tickets are for 
members only, if space is available. 
 

 

UPCOMING SOCIAL ACTIVITIES  
 

 

 STEVE ALCHUS JOINS STAFF AS  
PART-TIME SOCIAL WORKER 

 

In 2009 the Society produced a 
full and varied program of social 
activities for members and their 
guests, ranging in scale and 
price so that all can participate.  
In 2010 the Society’s many 
events and activities planners 
have produced a lively reception 
following the 240th Annual 
General Meeting on 25 January, 
a trip to Washington, DC, to see 
the British Ambassador’s 
residence and the Davies 
Collection from Wales at the 
Corcoran Gallery on 29-30 

 Steve Alchus (photo) joined the 
staff in January as a part-time 
Social Worker working with 
Mary Lamasney, the Manton 
Social Worker.  He is a 
licensed social worker with two 
years experience as a director 
of a case management 
department and six years 
experience working with 
homebound seniors and people 
residing in extended care 

facilities.  Steve, who is from Queens,  earned a BA (cum 
laude) in Psychology and Nutritional Sciences from SUNY at 
Buffalo, NY, in 2000; and a Master of Social Work degree 

 

 



January, a Pancake Party at Arctica on 16 February, and 
an Open House Party on 16 March.  On 29 March there will 
be an Arts Initiative event at the National Arts Club featuring 
Colin Bailey (photo), Chief Curator of the Frick Collection, 
speaking on “Buying British: an Introduction to Henry Clay 
Frick and the Creation of the Frick Collection” followed by a 
Q & A with George McNeely of Christie’s.  The English Ball 
(see above) will occur on 22 April.  Next after the 26 April 
Arts Initiative, the Society will team up with the English-
Speaking Union of New York to present author Charles 
Beauclerk on 4 May.  Mr. Beauclerk, who wrote a biography 
of his ancestor, Nell Gwynn, mistress to King Charles II of 
Great Britain, has produced a new work, Shakespeare’s 
Lost Kingdom, in which he advances new theories about 
the playwright’s background and identity.  After another Arts 
Initiative event on 24 May, there will be an exciting World 
Cup Legends Dinner on 26 May at the New York Athletic 
Club, featuring World Cup Legends.  A different kind of 
activity will be a Tea and Tour of Gracie Mansion of 3 June 
in association with the American Friends of the Georgian 
Group.  This year’s British Societies Garden Party will take 
on 14 July at a new location and with more sister 
organizations.   
 

from at Hunter College School of Social Work in 2007.  
Between college and graduate school, he worked at 
YAI/National Institute for People with Disabilities (YAI/NIPD) 
in Astoria; at Project Happy in New York; and YAI/NIPD in 
Bayside and Flushing.  Since 2008 he has been the Director 
of Case Management at Riverstone Senior Life Services in 
Upper Manhattan.  Recently that position was cut back from 
five days a week to four due to funding cuts.  As a result, we 
are fortunate to have Steve’s experience and services for 
one day a week.  He will assist Mary Lamasney, Manton 
Social Worker, who knew Steve from her time at Riverstone 
and recommended him highly.  At St. George’s Steve will 
focus mainly on the Manhattan beneficiaries, while Mary will 
look after those residing in the outer boroughs, Long Island, 
Connecticut and New Jersey.  St. George’s is unusual in 
having a large geographical remit: we focus on people of 
certain nationalities, rather than residents of a specific 
neighborhood.  Mary is better able to travel outside the city 
since she owns a car.  Steve lives in Astoria and takes public 
transportation to visit his clients.  At present the Society has 
75 beneficiaries, which is high, and we cannot take on any 
more. 
 

MARY LAMASNEY:  
WHAT A DIFFERENCE$1,000 CAN MAKE 

 

 BOOK REVIEW: CARDUS: CELEBRANT  
OF BEAUTY, BY ROBIN DANIELS 

 

Although the Society is blessed 
with considerable resources to 
support its charity work, they are 
not unlimited and the members 
of the Beneficiaries Committee 
always endeavor to utilize them 
in the most effective way 
possible.  One way in which the 
Society helps its British and 
Commonwealth beneficiaries is 
by paying part of their rent.   
Many low-income New Yorkers 

are fortunate to reside in rent-stabilized or even rent-
controlled units with below market rents that cannot be 
increased significantly.  Because the rents are so low and 
stable, one of our priorities is to ensure that beneficiaries 
not fall into arrears and give the landlord cause to start 
eviction proceedings.  Mary Lamasney (photo), Manton 
Social Worker, reports that modest monthly grants can 
make the difference between having a home and becoming 
homeless.  Examples are: Ms. A. (aged 80) who lives on 
the Upper East Side who found herself with a rent and 
income parity that left her in danger of eviction.  St. 
George's pays $350.00 of her $1,200 monthly rent, which 
still leaves her with a tight budget but keeps her home that 
she loves.  Ms. B (77) lives in a Brooklyn basement 
apartment.  After 13 years without a lease her landlord 
sharply increased her rent and she could not afford it.   The 
Society now sends her a $300 stipend and is encouraging 
her to seek a apartment with a lease so that the rent cannot 
be increased arbitrarily.  Finally Mr.  C. (72) has lived in a 
rent-controlled apartment on the Upper East Side for over 
50 years but lately has had some cognitive difficulties that 
resulted in failure to pay his rent on time.   The Society pays 
his landlord $371.00 directly.  Without the Society all three 
would be homeless. 
 

 

 Neville Cardus was one of the 
most remarkable Englishmen of 
the 20th century. Born in 
Manchester in 1888, he was raised 
in genteel poverty by his mother 
and aunt but by the time of his 
death in 1975, had achieved an 
international reputation as a writer 
on music and cricket.  He was the 
first music critic to be knighted.  
This new biography by Robin 
Daniels is a terrific chronicle of the 

great man. His passion for both cricket and music resulted in 
reviews that were eagerly awaited – especially his reviews of 
Manchester’s Halle orchestra that appeared in the 
Manchester Guardian. The 496-page book has introductions 
by Andrew Flintoff, Daniel Barenboim, Sir Colin Davis and 
Dennis Silk. Robin Daniels, the author and fellow 
Lancastrian, also wrote Conversations with Cardus which 
was published thirty years ago.  Being more of a music fan 
than a cricket supporter, I particularly enjoyed the frequent 
comments relating to the great Kathleen Ferrier, especially 
the very moving account of her last performances – in 
Gluck’s Orpheus – at Covent Garden in 1953.  Cricket fans 
will love the pages devoted to Sir Donald Bradman and Keith 
Miller.  Among his friends, Cardus also counted such artistic 
luminaries as Dames Flora Robson and Wendy Hillier, Lotte 
Lehman and J.M. Barrie. A remarkable man indeed and this 
memoir tells much about a gifted writer and a special 
friendship.  The book is not available in the USA but can be 
ordered either on Amazon.co.uk or by calling Booksource on 
+44 1524 811788.  List price is £25.00 plus postage and 
handling. Review by Bob Titley, who thought the book might 
appeal to St. George’s members. 
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