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ST. GEORGE’S SOCIETY DEVELOPMENT 

CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED AT AGM 
 

 PRESIDENTIAL PROFILE: PETER M. FELIX, CBE 
 

 

St. George’s Society 
of New York 
announced the 
public phase of a 
campaign to 
increase its 
endowment by $5 
million at its annual 
general meeting 
held on 23 January 
at the Harvard Club 

of New York.  “This evening our Development Campaign 
goes public,” said Peter M. Felix, CBE, who was also 
elected the Society’s President at that meeting.  “2006 was 
a very successful first year during which we obtained 
pledges totaling $1 million from our Board of Directors and 
Honorary Chair and Vice-Chairs of the Campaign, Sir 
Dennis Weatherstone and Bill Miller.  Dennis and Bill have 
been hugely generous in helping us off to a tremendous 
start; as has Brandon Fradd, one of our board members.  I 
want to thank all those who have so far pledged to support 
the campaign.”  Natalie T. Pray, who concluded a 
successful two-year term of office as President, has taken 
on the role of Chairman on the unprecedented fundraising 
effort.  “The campaign is vital to both expand and deepen 
the Society’s services to needy people from the United 
Kingdom and the Commonwealth living in the New York 
area; to hire a second social worker; and to establish a 
scholarship for young British or Commonwealth persons 
living in metropolitan region,” she said. 
 

 

  Peter M. Felix, CBE, was elected 
President of the Society, succeeding 
Natalie T. Pray, at the Annual 
General Meeting held on 23 January.  
Mr. Felix is President of the 
Association of Executive Search 
Consultants (AESC). A former search 
consultant, he served as a partner in 
search firms based in London, New 
York, and Hong Kong.  Immediately 
prior to joining the AESC, he was 
Founder and President of Felix 

International, an executive search firm based in Hong Kong.  
From 1984 to 1994, Mr. Felix served the British-American 
Chamber of Commerce as director, president, and chief 
executive officer. During his tenure, the transatlantic 
organization grew substantially and became a high-profile 
promoter of business between the United States and Britain. 
He played a major role in the creation of the British-American 
Business Council and the European-American Chamber of 
Commerce. In 1992 he was awarded the CBE in recognition 
of services to British commercial interests.  Born and 
educated in the United Kingdom, Mr. Felix received his BA in 
Social Studies and Law from Exeter University and MBA 
from INSEAD.  Mr. Felix spent much of his early career in 
Europe, serving as Vice President of Human Resources for 
the Bendix Corporation's European operations in Paris, and 
as Manager of Marketing Practices for IBM in the United 
Kingdom.  He and his wife, June, have one son, Max. 
 

 

LORD SAATCHI TO BE HONORED AT THE 

ENGLISH BALL ; BULLDOG SPONSORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITY 
 

  MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITIES: CHRISTMAS LUNCH, 
AGM AND OFFICE PARTY 

 
 

British advertising executive 
Lord Saatchi will receive the 
Society’s Medal of Honour at 
the English Ball on Friday 20 
April at the Pierre Hotel.  
Previous recipients of the 
award include Sir John Bond, 
Lord Browne of Madingley, 
Sir Howard Stringer, Sir 
Derek Maughan and Lord 
George.  Lord (Maurice) 
Saatchi graduated from the 
London School of Economics  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



and Political Science in 1967 with First Class Honours in 
Economics.  He won the MacMillan Prize for Sociology in 
that year. With his brother Charles, he was a co-founder of 
Saatchi & Saatchi and is now a partner in M&C Saatchi. 
He is a Governor of the London School of Economics and 
a Director of the Centre for Policy Studies. He is the author 
of The War of Independence, 1999; Happiness Can’t Buy 
Money, 1999; The Bad Samaritan, 2000; Poor People! 
Stop Paying Tax!, 2001; The Science of Politics, 2001; If 
this is Conservatism, I am a Conservative, 2005, and In 
Praise of Ideology, 2006. He was elevated to the peerage 
in 1996 and served as Shadow Minister for the Treasury 
and the Cabinet Office in the House of Lords between 
1999 and 2003. He was Co-Chairman of the Conservative 
Party from 2003 to 2005.  Please join the Society in 
honoring Lord Saatchi.  Patrons and Grand Patrons are 
asked to reserve before 15 March to be listed in the 
invitation.   A new “Bulldog” ball sponsorship package is 
now available, allowing corporations to receive annual 
membership benefits in addition to attending The English 
Ball.  For details, please call Vicki Downey and April Gow, 
Ball Co-Chairmen at 212-682-6110. 
 

  A record number of members and guests assembled at the 
Yale Club of New York to partake of Christmas cheer as well 
as a hearty luncheon with wine, port and crackers; while 
fellow members Jim Dale, MBE, and Lennie Metcalfe added 
to the general merriment.  The 2006 lunch drew over 180 
people, a third more than in 2005.  Fortunately, Judy Bliss, 
who was in charge of coordinating the event, had reserved a 
much larger room.   The Annual General Meeting held on 23 
January at the Harvard Club of New York (see above stories) 
was followed by an excellent dinner for over 100 members 
during which Peter M. Felix, CBE, presented his 
predecessor, Natalie T. Pray, with the Past President’s 
Medal and noted that “she has carried the torch far and 
leaves behind a great legacy for me and for all future 
Presidents.”  Tara Draper-Stumm, author of London’s Shops: 
The World’s Emporium gave an informative talk on the 
historic and historical shops of the British capital.  Finally, the 
Activities Committee organized a party at the office on 7 
February.  There was no admission charge, but it was for 
members only.  Over 80 attended, some of whom had not 
been before.  Thanks to Cobra Beer for its generous 
donations of Krait Beer and General Billimoria Wine. 
 

ST. GEORGE’S ARTS INITIATIVE: AN UPDATE 
 

 

  NEW SOCIAL WORKER AT ST. GEORGE’S 

SOCIETY OF NEW YORK  
 

The 27 January Arts 
Initiative event at the 
National Arts Club 
featured Jim Dale, 
Geoffrey Holder and 
Steve Ross.  Mr. 
Holder’s stage work 
has earned him 
numerous awards, 
including two Tonys 

for “The Wiz.”  His film roles include Baron Samedi in the 
James Bond thriller “Live and Let Die” and Punjab in 
“Annie.”  He is, of course, the "Un-Cola Man.”  Mr. Holder 
is also an internationally recognized painter (he has been 
awarded three Guggenheim grants) and the author of 
many books.  He is the subject of Geoffrey Holder: A Life 
in Theater, Art and Dance, by Jennifer Dunning, senior 
dance critic of the New York Times.  Dubbed “the crown 
prince of New York cabaret” by the Times, Steve Ross is a 
regular at the Algonquin Hotel’s Oak Room.  He has 
performed in the UK, Italy, Hong Kong, Brazil and 
Australia, as well as on-and-off-Broadway.  The 27 
February event will feature Louise Hirschfeld, widow of 
famed Broadway caricaturist Al Hirschfeld, and Jim Dale.  
Until she connected all the dots, evidence of the artist's 
life-long Anglomania had remained dispersed among 
portfolios in different locations.  Hirschfeld’s British Aisles 
presents his caricatures of British actors, directors, 
playwrights, politicians, publicans, musicians for the first 
time.  Copies will be available for sale. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 As of January 2007, Carol 
Chetrick, LCSW joins our staff 
full time. Her experience in 
social work includes: 8 years at 
St. Vincent’s Hospital, 9 at 
Jewish Board of Family and 
Children’s Services, 2 at 
Jewish Association for 
Services for the Aged, 1 at 
NYC Department for the Aging, 
and many years in a   private 

counseling practice until 2000. Her areas of specialty include 
Aging, mental health and addictions. She is licensed to 
practice in New York and Connecticut and received her 
graduate training at the Columbia University School of Social 
Work and post-master’s at the Metropolitan Institute of 
Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy.  However, Carol’s claim to 
notoriety involves a stint in stand up comedy-to counteract 
those social service doldrums! She studied at the New 
School-and her classmate was Jonathan Liebowitz-now Jon 
Stewart of The Daily Show on Comedy Central! After the 
New School, she performed as Carol Kahn, and had a 
comedy coach-(who rejected her preferred name of Candy 
Kane!).Alas, gigs did not pay, social work did not either-
however, and it won out. Comedy remains a key ingredient 
in her life, as does writing and she hopes to make you laugh! 
She is thrilled to be a part of the St. George’s team and looks 
forward to serving the clients and participating in some of the 
Society’s events as well! 
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