WILLIAM R. MILLER RECOGNIZED FOR
DEDICATION TO ST. GEORGE'S SOCIETY

William R. Miller, OBE, a past
President of the Society, was
presented with the Order of St.
George’s Society of New York at a
luncheon arranged in his honor on
22 October at the Yale Club. The
Order was established to
recognize members who have
made great contributions to the
Society. Mr. Miller joins previous
recipients Sir Tom Harris, KBE,
CMG, former British Consul-
General in New York, and Jim Dale, MBE, the “Voice of
Harry Potter.” Born in London in 1928, Bill Miller was
educated at the Culford School in Suffolk, England, and
received a degree from St. Edmund Hall at Oxford after
three years of service in the RAF. In 1952 he joined Pfizer,
Ltd., where he rose to become Area Manager for Central
Europe and Africa. In 1964 he began a new career with
Pfizer's competitor, now known as Bristol-Myers Squibb,
which named him Vice Chairman of the Board in 1985 and
gave him worldwide executive responsibility for the
pharmaceutical and nutritional business of the company,
including research. Although he retired in 1989, he has
never stopped working and continued his involvements in a
variety of biotechnology companies as well as a number of
charities, including the St. Paul’'s Cathedral Trust in
America, the English-Speaking Union of the United States,
St. George’s Society of New York and many more besides.
Bill is Honorary Vice Chairman of the Society’s ongoing
Development Campaign as well as a major contributor. He
has also given generously of his time and talent and
epitomizes the philanthropic ideal of one who has been
blessed giving back to society. He is one of the Society’s
living treasures.

LONGTIME SOCIAL WORKER SANDRA
GRASSBY BIDS FAREWELL TO THE SOCIETY

Sandra Grassby, who served as
the Society’s part-time Social
Worker since 1983, retires from
the Society in December 2007.
A farewell luncheon was held on
7 December attended by
President Peter M. Felix, CBE,
members of the Beneficiaries
Committee, including Chairman
Missi Gibbs, Almoner John
Shannon, Membership Services
Director Val Bickel, and
Mountbatten intern Becky Kubu. During her 24 years with
the Society Sandra was known for her loyalty and
attachment to the beneficiaries, who live in all five boroughs
and are from the UK and the Commonwealth. Sandra
spent most of her time in the field. At the beginning she
wrote her reports at home and brought them to the office to
mail; in later years, she had a desk in the office and learned
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SULLIVAN, BRADFORD TO BE HONORED
AT 2008 ENGLISH BALL OF THE ROSES

Martin J. Sullivan, OBE, the
British-born President and CEO of
AIG (in photo), the world's leading
international insurance and
financial services organization,
and Barbara Taylor Bradford,
OBE, the best-selling British
novelist, will be two of the
honorees at the Society’s 2008
N e English Ball of the Roses on
i Friday 25 April 2008 at the
Rainbow Room in New York. A
member of the Society since 2001, Mr. Sullivan is also a
member of the Advisory Council. Born in 1955, he was
educated at Sydney Russell School in Dagenham, Essex,
England, and joined American International Underwriters, a
predecessor company of AlIG, in 1971. In 2005 he was
elected CEO of the global company. Ms. Taylor Bradford, a
native of Leeds, came to the US in 1964. After a career as a
reporter and a syndicated columnist, she embarked on
another as a highly successful novelist. She has published
23 books and received numerous awards and honorary
degrees. She was an Ambassador for The March of Dimes
in 1999. The theme of the 2008 gala will be the English
Rose — an emblematic flower with subtle allusions not only to
horticulture but also English history and literature. The effort
will be chaired by Vicki Downey. The Rainbow Room is an
iconic Manhattan interior space with a maximum seating
capacity of 350. With two such prominent honorees (and a
possible third yet to be announced) it is certain that tickets
will be much in demand. So mark your calendars and
prepare to subscribe as a Knight, a Noble or a Royal!

AMERICAN AIRLINES BECOMES PARTNER,
SPONSORS UPPER LEVEL MEMBERSHIP

St. George’s Society has
\‘ formed a partnership with
A

American Airlines whereby
the airline — which carries a
high volume of passengers
between New York and
London — will become the
Society’s “preferred” airline in
exchange for attractive
benefits. Since it was established in 2007, the Marketing
Committee led by Bob Titley, has explored ways of attracting
more members and encouraging existing ones to upgrade
their memberships; forming strategic alliances with
appropriate businesses; and adding value to membership.
American Airlines has agreed to sponsor the Patron
membership (annual dues $300 individual, $550 joint) and
the President’s Circle (annual dues $1000 individual, $1750
joint). All those who upgrade will be eligible to participate in a
drawing for two round trip tickets on American Airlines. The
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to use a word processor. Sandra adapted and moved with
the times — she was the face of the charity side of the
Society and a constant influence in the beneficiaries’ lives.
When asked about what she will most miss about her job,
she clearly states that it will be the beneficiaries. She also
adds that the resilience and optimism demonstrated by the
people she has looked after for so many years has never
failed to amaze her. At the luncheon Sandra was praised as
a compassionate person who has done a wonderful job
over many years in helping those less fortunate. She will
be greatly missed by those who came into regular contact
with her at the Society — beneficiaries, staff and volunteers
alike. Sandra is succeeded by Carol Chetrick, the Manton
Social Worker.

NOVEMBER ARTS INITITIATIVE:
ANGELS & DEVILS DISCIPLE

Yet another successful evening
of theatrical delights was
provided by the St. George’s
Society November Arts Initiative
held at the National Arts Club on
29 November. Attendees were
given the opportunity to watch,
listen to and interact with the
stars and producers of two
upcoming productions.
November’s Initiative brought
with it the combination of two
exciting productions: Angels and
The Devil’s Disciple (by Bernard
Shaw). The evening began with
a reading from The Devil's
Disciple by some of the talented
actors from its impressive cast.
The Irish Repertory, responsible for producing Devil's
Disciple, is celebrating its 20" season with this play. This
was followed by the introduction of the new musical Angels
and a resounding performance of a medley of songs from
the show. The musical Angels comes from Australia and
bound for Broadway. The story is inspirational, a good
foundation for an upbeat show appealing to a wide variety of
audiences. Following the performances there was a panel
discussion featuring the directors and producing associates
of both productions and included interesting insights and
anecdotes from Robert Blume, Tony Walton and Ciaran
O'Reilly. It was a very enjoyable evening for all. The 2008
Arts Initiatives dates are now set so remember to save the
last Monday of every month.

28 January 2008 — 25 February 2008 — 31 March 2008 — 28
April 2008 — 19 May 2008 — 23 June 2008 — 29 September
2008 — 27 October 2008 — 24 November 2008
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drawing will take place next October. Presently there are 28
upper level members which make the chances for winning
very high. In addition to participating in the lottery, the
President’s Circle will sit down with the Society’s Executive
Committee for a dinner hosted by the President sometime in
November of each year. In addition to these new
opportunities, this is the last year that Life Membership will
be available for purchase. After January 2008 members will
only be eligible for Life membership by invitation and
invitation will depend on being a member of good standing
for ten or more years. Also starting in 2008, dues will be
payable in January. Traditionally dues coincided with St.
George’s Day but the Membership Committee concluded
that January is more appropriate and in line with the fiscal
year.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH &
UPCOMING 2008 EVENTS

The Grand Ballroom at
the Yale Club was the
spectacular setting for
the 2007 St. George’s
Society Traditional
Christmas Luncheon.
190 revelers enjoyed
the hospitality and
sumptuous
surroundings of the
Club as the Society
provided an afternoon of festive fun. At 12 noon guests
arrived for the cocktail reception and were treated to a
wonderful array of traditional British foods including Scotch
eggs, sausage rolls and pork pies. The reception provided a
great opportunity for old friends to be reunited, including
many of our out of town members who travelled from as far
as Georgia and Florida. During lunch Executive Director
John Shannon carried out the annual raffle and many
guests were lucky enough to win one of an array of prizes,
including official St. George’s merchandise, coffee table
books and bottles of liquor. The grand prize was two VIP
tickets to the concert ‘The Pipes of Christmas’. The Society
is very pleased to announce that feedback from the
Christmas Luncheon has been overwhelmingly positive and
the event was enjoyed by one and all. Special thanks to
Judy Bliss and the Activities Committee. The Activities
Committee also has an exciting 2008 schedule. The 238"
Annual General Meeting and Dinner will take place
Wednesday 23 January at the Harvard Club with guest
speaker Curt DiCamillo, Executive Director of the National
Trust for Scotland Foundation USA and founder of the
DiCamillo Companion to British and Irish Country Houses.
Tuesday 5 February, there will be a Pancakes and
Cocktails party. Thursday 21 February, a lunch will be held
as part of the new Britain Information Series featuring the
Marquess of Salisbury. And Monday 10 March, there will be
a book signing and cocktail reception with comedian Alison
Larkin to introduce her new book, The English American.
Join us!
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