
 
HOWARD STRINGER AND FRANCIS FINLAY TO 

PRESENT AT THE ENGLISH BALL 
 

 CONSUL-GENERAL HOLDS COMMON WEALTH 
60TH ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON 

 

Sir Howard Stringer and Francis 
Finlay, OBE, will present the 
2009 honorees at the English 
Ball on 24 April at the Waldorf-
Astoria’s Starlight Roof.  Sir 
Howard is the Chairman of Sony 
and a former recipient of the 
Society’s Medal of Honour.  Mr. 
Finlay is the Co-Chairman of the 
EastWest Institute and former 
CEO and Co-Founder of Clay 
Finlay.  Sir Howard and Mr. 
Finlay are members of the 
Society’s Advisory Council and 

both are known for their mastery of public speaking.  They 
will present this year’s medalists: Lionel Barber, Editor of 
The Financial Times, Louis V. Gerstner, KBE, former 
Chairman of IBM Corp., Sir Terry Leahy, Chief Executive of 
Tesco, and Sir John Rose, Chief Executive of Rolls-Royce.  
In awarding the Medal of Honour to these individuals, the 
Society seeks to recognize the transformative effect each 
has had in a certain area, be it a business, a company or a 
public service.  Transformation is something with which the 
Society has contended many times during its more than 
200 years of continuous existence in New York.  The 
Society’s annual dinner held to celebrate St. George has 
itself undergone many evolutions, starting out in 1770 as a 
riotous, Englishmen-only dinner in a tavern and ending up 
today as the city’s premier English social event of the year.  
This year there will be a live Fund-a-Beneficiary auction 
only and a raffle for two American Airlines business class 
tickets to London.  The Society is grateful for corporate 
underwriting received  from Tesco, Rolls-Royce USA, PM 
Contracting, the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida and 
Hills & Company.  Tickets to the black or white-tie event 
start at $400 (members and partners only).  Call the office 
or email becky.turner@stgeorgessociety.org for 
reservations or information. 

 

  At the Advisory Council meeting 
held last October in London it was 
recommended to reach out to 
Commonwealth consulates in New 
York in order to introduce the 
Society to and form an idea as to 
the size and repartition of 
Commonwealth nationals in the 
New York area.  Meetings were 
held with the consulates of 
Canada, Ghana, Grenada, 
Jamaica, India, and Trinidad & 
Tobago.  As a result of these 
contacts, and at the request of the 

Society, Britain’s Consul-General in New York Sir Alan 
Collins (pictured) and Lady Collins hosted a luncheon at their 
residence on 9 March to mark the 60th anniversary of 
Commonwealth Day.  In attendance were Victor E. Stewart, 
Society President, and John Shannon, Executive Director & 
Almoner, as well as members of St. George’s Society’s 
Advisory Council and Consuls-General of Commonwealth 
nations.   Sir Alan noted that the origins of the 
Commonwealth date back as far as 1884, when Lord 
Rosebery first described the changing British Empire as a 
“Commonwealth of Nations.”  The present organization was 
founded by the London Declaration of 1949.  The 
Commonwealth's objectives are outlined in the 1971 
Singapore Declaration, which committed it to the institution 
of world peace; promotion of representative democracy and 
individual liberty; the pursuit of equality and opposition to 
racism; the fight against poverty, ignorance, and disease; 
and free trade.   The Commonwealth has long been 
distinctive as an international forum where highly developed 
economies and many of the world's disadvantaged countries 
seek to reach agreement by consensus.   Half of the 
beneficiaries of St. George’s Society and all but one of its 25 
scholars at Lehman College are from Commonwealth 
countries 

 

PAST SPRING EVENTS 
 

 MESSAGE FROM MANTON SOCIAL WORKER 
MARY LAMASNEY 

 

March and April saw some varied 
and quirky events take place. On 
April Fools Day a group of 30 St. 
Georgians enjoyed a 
performance by The Really 
Terrible Orchestra (RTO), part of 
the Tartan Week celebrations.  
The RTO was founded by 
bestselling author Alexander 
McCall Smith (The Number One 
Ladies Detective Agency) and a 
group of Scots who loved playing 
music but weren’t good enough 
to play in a real orchestra.  The 
Orchestra has now grown to over 

65 musicians.  The RTO treated us to various pieces and 

 

 One of our oldest beneficiaries, 
Betty O., died on March 1st.   
She was at home with her 
family.  She lived a full life with 
happiness and sadness.  She 
lost her first husband at the 
start of World War II.  He was 
in the RAF and died soon after 
their marriage in 1940.  She 
came to the United States, 
married a second time and had 

a daughter.  Her daughter, Sally, wrote a moving letter to 
Executive Director John Shannon that I believe reflects the 
mission of the St. George's Society: "It is with a heavy heart 
that I write this letter to you today.  I am sure that by this time 
Mary Lamasney has told you of the passing of my very dear 

 

 



genres including Pizzicato Polka by Johann Strauss and the 
first few bars of 1812 Overture, by Tchaikovsky, where the 
audience was asked to inflate brown paper bags and pop 
them during a big crescendo, filling Town Hall with a sound 
just as bad and erratic as the RTO!  The audience, along 
with a small ensemble, was invited to sing the lyrics when 
the musicians played several songs from The Sound of 
Music.  Town Hall was filled with a rousing chorus of many 
favorites such as Lonely Goatherd and A Few of My 
Favorite Things!  Alexander McCall Smith gave a very witty 
interview, talking about the Orchestra and some of his 
bestselling novels.  In March the Society organized a trip to 
The Grolier Club to see the Vivat Rex! exhibition 
commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Accession of 
Henry VIII to the throne.  On display were books, 
manuscripts, handwritten letters and prints, some of which 
actually belonged to Henry, his family or members of his 
court.  Arthur Schwartz, the exhibit curator, led the a 
informative tour whilst guest sipped wine.  The feedback 
from the event was highly positive and we thank The Grolier 
Club and Mr. Schwartz for arranging such an educational 
and enjoyable event.  The exhibit is open to the public. 

mother Betty O. I feel a strong need to write you and tell you 
just how much St. George's Society and all the many people 
who dealt with Mum over the years meant to her.  Even 
though Mum was an American, she never lost her love, 
admiration and wonderful memories of being British.  She 
felt proud and honored to be recognized by St. George's and 
that recognition made her feel she was directly associated 
with England. Every month when her check arrived, or at 
Holiday time when a special check and gift came, she 
always marveled at the way your organization had of helping 
people without making them feel that they were charity 
cases.  Your people allowed her the benefit of accepting 
help while still maintaining her dignity, and that is something 
I was so grateful for.  Mum was a proud woman till the end 
and keeping her dignity in all situations and circumstances 
was something she cherished.  May the Good Lord grant 
long life and good health to everyone involved with your 
wonderful organization and I hope you continue giving to 
other beneficiaries the same wonderful feeling you gave 
Betty.   Sally V.”  Members of the Society can all share in 
Sally’s commendation: they make the Society possible. 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY COCKTAIL PARTY 

 

 UPCOMING SPRING AND SUMMER EVENTS 
 

The cleverly named Galway 
Hooker, a pub on East 36th 
Street, was the setting for a 
Shrove Tuesday celebration on 
24 February organized by St. 
George’s Society of New York in 
partnership with the Brit Meetup 
Group.  At $30 per person for a 
two-hour open bar and passed 
hors d’oeuvres, the event was 

designed to introduce a new and younger audience of 
British people in New York and their friends the Society.  
The party drew over 150 people and was evidently deemed 
to be a good value.  With its large private space, pub-like 
décor and casual atmosphere, the bar was crowded, the 
tables were full, everyone had a good time and no one was 
in a hurry to leave.  The Hooker, as it is fondly called, was a 
perfect space for this type of mixer.  A special feature was 
the Shrove Tuesday pancake bar serving up British-style 
sweet crêpe pancakes to the guests.   Enhancing the British 
feeling was DJ Brit Rich (AKA Richard Sexton, a British 
director of St. George’s Society), who played an eclectic 
mix of UK bands from different decades.  All the necessary 
ingredients for a fun, informal, young, and contemporary 
gathering were there.  Louise Gale, head organizer of Brit 
Meetup, worked closely with Marisa Mace, St. George’s 
Events and Membership Manager, to advertise the event 
and ensure that the bar was packed with both Brits and 
Anglophiles.  The evidence indicates that they were 
successful in reaching out to younger Brits and increasing 
St. George’s visibility amongst a different demographic.   
Based on the positive outcome, the Society will seek to 
partner again with Brit Meetup to co-host future mixers 
aimed at young Brits in the New York area. 
 

 The Arts Initiative on Monday 
27 April  at 6pm will feature 
Scott Siegel and cast 
members of “Broadway by 
the Year” who perform an 
excerpt from the stage show.  
Q&A to follow.  The venue is 
the National Arts Club, 15 
Gramercy Park. 
The Jamaican Consulate-
General and St. George’s 

Society will co-host a private event on Thursday 11 June  at 
the Consulate, 767 Third Avenue, honoring Edmund Bartlett, 
MP, Minister of Tourism; Brenda Johnson, outgoing US 
Ambassador to Jamaica; and the American Friends of 
Jamaica.  Our host will be Geneive Brown Metzger, Consul-
General of Jamaica in New York.  After the successful 
Rugby Legends dinner of last year, St. George’s Society and 
Sports Aiding Medical Research for Kids (SPARKS), a UK 
charity, will team up once again to produce a British & Irish 
Sporting Legends Dinner on Wednesday 8 July .  Featured 
legendary athletes will be Welsh boxer Joe Calzaghe, Irish 
boxer Steve Collins, English footballer Sir Geoff Hurst and 
Scottish footballer Andy Gray.  Notices will be emailed once 
the venue is determined.  Don’t wait to RSVP: the Rugby 
Legends dinner sold out in seven days!  Finally, the British 
societies’ Summer Garden Party will be held again at Union 
Theological Seminary (in photo), on Broadway at 120th 
Street, on Wednesday 15  July .  With its attractive setting, 
low price tag and open bar, this is one of the most 
anticipated Anglo-American gatherings of the year and 
draws upwards of 200 people.  You don’t want to miss the 
excitement so mark these dates in your calendars now!  
Email announcement will be sent for each event.  Call the 
office for more information. 
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