	

	

September 2011

Dear St. George's Society Members, Friends and Supporters:

 

I sincerely hope this Fall E-Newsletter of St. George's Society finds you well, coming as it does only days after we experienced a rare occurrence, namely Hurricane Irene, that wrought havoc on the entire East Coast and impacted the New York region on the 27th and 28th of August.  All of us were subject to heavy rain or cancelled flights, at the least; but, more seriously, suffered loss of electricity and/or flooding; while others still, unfortunately, lost homes or businesses.  

 

The suddenness and the power of Irene make us forget what went on before.  This E-Newsletter recounts some of the activities and developments that took place since the highly successful English Ball in May.  It is pleasing to relate that St. George's never flagged in its operations: ministering to the needs of beneficiaries, arranging activities for members, and planning for the fall season.  It is no longer true that "everyone goes away" in August.  This is still a city that never sleeps. 

 

Labor Day is almost here and the fall season is about to begin.  A major event for all New Yorkers, indeed all Americans, is the tenth anniversary of 9/11 on Sunday 11 September.  Members of the Society, with their British heritage or affinity, may feel moved to attend the Evensong service at Saint Thomas Church, 1 West 53rd Street, at 4 PM, featuring the church's famous choir of men and boys.  This service will be open to the public and will be dedicated to marking the anniversary.

 

There will be a ceremony at the British Garden in Hanover Square in Lower Manhattan that afternoon but security will be such that only invited people will be able to attend.  Following the disaster of 2001, the Society and the British Consulate-General in New York worked together to create the Garden as a memorial to the British subjects who died in the World Trade Center on that fateful day.   HM Queen Elizabeth II formally inaugurated it during a one-day visit to New York last July.  

 

Sincerely,

 

John Shannon

St. George's Society of New York 

 DANNY LOPEZ, BRITISH CONSUL-GENERAL, NAMED HONORARY PRESIDENT OF SOCIETY 
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HMCG Danny Lopez and Susan Grieve

Danny Lopez, the newly-appointed British Consul-General in New York, has been named Honorary President of the St. George's Society.  Mr Lopez, accompanied by his fiancée Susan Grieve, was formally welcomed at the Annual Garden Party hosted by the British Societies of New York held at the Union Theological Seminary on August 3.  

 
 "It is my great pleasure to accept the post of Honorary President of the St. George's Society of New York," Mr. Lopez said. "Since its inception, the St. George's Society's worthy mission and efforts have highlighted our countries' essential relationship, shared values and commitment to those in need. I look forward to participating in the St. George's Society's valuable initiatives during my tenure."
 
Mr. Lopez was appointed Consul-General, New York and Head of UK Trade and Investment USA in July 2011. In this role, he is responsible for promoting the UK's economic profile across the US, and the UK's foreign policy and national security priorities in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut's Fairfield County. Prior to joining the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Lopez enjoyed a varied career in the UK's public and private sectors, most notably holding senior-level positions at the London Development Agency, UK Trade & Investment, and Barclays Bank.
 
"We are thrilled to have Danny join us as our Honorary President and to welcome him to the British and Commonwealth community of New York," said John C. Harvey, President of St. George's Society. "Danny's diverse background and impressive commitment to UK and US interests will benefit the British Societies of New York and this great city." 
 
He succeeds his predecessor as Consul General, Sir Alan Collins, KCVO, CMG, in the position. For over a century, the role of Honorary President has been held by the serving British Consul-General.
Sponsoring this year's reception were the American Friends of the Georgian Group, American Friends of Jamaica, American-Scottish Foundation, British American Project, British Schools and Universities Club, Caledonian Club of New York, Daughters of the British Empire in the State of New York, English-Speaking Union of New York, The Pilgrims of the United States, St. Andrew's Society in the State of New York, St. David's Society, and the American Priory of the Order of St. John.
 SOCIETY AWARDS OVER 40 SCHOLARSHIPS TO LEHMAN STUDENTS 
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Lehman College

The Society's Scholarship Committee met on August 9 to consider applications for scholarships received from Lehman College.  There were 42 in all, over twice the number received in 2010.  The St. George's grants were publicized at the school last December when HRH The Duke of Gloucester, Patron of the Society, visited the campus and met with scholarship recipients and their families.  

 

The scholarship program was devised to aid students from the United Kingdom or a country of the Commonwealth who have completed three years of course work and require funding to cover tuition for their final year.  The program was started three years ago, with significant input from Mark C. Pigott, OBE, Chairman and CEO of Paccar Inc, who was awarded the Medal of Merit by the Society at the annual gala dinner in April of 2010.  

 

Located in the Bronx, Lehman College is one of the institutions that make up the City University of New York and is named after Herbert H. Lehman, Governor of New York from 1932 to 1942.  The college has 11,000 students, 10% of whom are from Commonwealth countries.  

 

Applicants for this year came from Canada, Ghana, Nigeria and Pakistan, to name a few. The maximum scholarship awarded was $5,000, the minimum was $900.  The total awarded was $87,467.  Of that amount, $32,000 was raised at the 2011 English Ball from a live auction.  The members of the committee attending the meeting were: June C. Briggs, acting chairman; Margot W. Astrachan; Peter Lawrie; Natalie T. Pray; and Townsend W. Weekes.  Two more committee members, Nancy P. Sakas and Stephen J. Storen, could not attend the meeting but read the application essays and scored them.    

 SIR ALAN COLLINS AWARDED THE ORDER OF ST. GEORGE'S SOCIETY OF NEW YORK
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John C. Harvey and Sir Alan Collins, KCVO, CMG

Sir Alan Collins, KCVO, CMG, who was Britain's Consul-General in New York from 2006 to July of 2011, was presented with the Order of St. George's Society of New York.  The award was instituted in 2005 to recognize members who have rendered great service to the Society.  Previous recipients are Jim Dale, MBE; Sir Thomas Harris, KBE, CMG; William R. Miller, CBE; Richard T. Nicodemus; and William J. Shepherd.  

 

The decoration was presented to Sir Alan at a dinner hosted by John C. Harvey, President of the Society, and Kazie M. Harvey at their home in Manhattan on June 8.  Three dozen attended.  With many demands on his time and a heavy travel schedule, Sir Alan also served as the Society's Honorary President for the past five years. He and Lady (Ann) Collins were honored guests at many Society functions and hosted several at their official residence.   The decision to confer the Order of St. George's Society upon Sir Alan is a sign of appreciation for his service to the organization.  

 

Speaking at the dinner, Sir Alan thanked the Society for the honor it had bestowed on him and expressed his happiness at being so specially associated with the Society.  He added that he considered the award to be as much his wife's as his, saying that he could not have been an effective representative of his nation without her support, particularly in producing numerous receptions, breakfasts,  dinners and lunches for prominent individuals, including royalty and ministers, and associations involved with the United Kingdom.   The Order of St. George's Society has gained a distinguished recruit in Sir Alan.  He and Ann will be missed by their friends in New York.

 WILLIAM R. MILLER, PAST PRESIDENT, MADE A CBE
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William R. Miller, CBE, and 

Irene D. Miller

 

It is with pleasure that we report the news that William R. Miller, one of St. George's Society's most distinguished members, was appointed a Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire by HM The Queen in the Birthday Honors list on 1 June. Consequently, he can add the letters "CBE" after his name.  

 

The award, a promotion from the rank of Officer (OBE) received in 2002, is recognition of Mr. Miller's very significant contributions to British charitable interests in New York, most recently as Chairman of the British Memorial Garden Trust, the entity that developed the British Garden in Hanover Square to serve as a memorial to the British and Commonwealth victims of 9/11.  Launched in 2002, the Garden was finally opened on July 6, 2010, by HM Queen Elizabeth II in a moving ceremony where she met families of the victims, city officials, and many who were instrumental in completing the project.  

 

In addition to having served as the chairman of the Garden, Mr. Miller is one of the Founder-level donors who contributed significantly to the cost of its construction.  Prior to serving as President of St. George's Society in 2001 and 2002, Mr. Miller made his career in the pharmaceuticals industry, retiring in 1991 as Vice Chairman of Bristol-Myers Squibb.  From 1980 to 1989 he had worldwide executive responsibility for the pharmaceutical and nutritional business of the company, including research.  Born in London in 1928, he is a graduate of the Culford School (1946) and Oxford University, where he studied Politics, Philosophy and Economics, earning a BA in 1952 and a MA in 1956.  In addition to the Garden, Mr. Miller served as Chairman of the English-Speaking Union of the United States and the St. Paul's Cathedral Trust in America.  His work on behalf of business and the arts has been recognized by Syracuse University, the International Centre and the National Choral Council.  In 2007 he was awarded the Order of St. George's Society of New York for his service to the organization.

 ST. GEORGE'S BENEFICIARIES TO VISIT TO CARIBBEAN FOOD DELIGHTS
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Vincent HoSang displaying his Commonwealth Medal

 

St. George's Society has organized a first: a road trip for beneficiaries and members of the Beneficiaries Committee, past President Victor E. Stewart and Jamaican Consul General Dr. Geneive Brown Metzger, to experience the Caribbean Food Delights plant in Tappan, New York, on September 9th.  The purpose of this event is twofold. The first is to implement a suggestion by the executors of the estate of Wendy Shadwell, who made a significant bequest to the Society in her will.  It was her vision that the Society attempt to provide opportunities for beneficiaries with limited options to socialize and connect with other beneficiaries in a meaningful way. 

 

Secondly, we responded to an invitation from Mr. Vincent HoSang, CEO of Caribbean Food Delights, to visit his plant and enjoy a lunch of his popular food products.  Mr. HoSang, originally from Jamaica, immigrated to the United States where he founded and built up his successful business, now the largest Caribbean food processing company in the United States.   Mr. HoSang epitomizes the vibrancy and entrepreneurship of the Commonwealth nations here in New York.  He was the first recipient of the Society's Commonwealth medal, which was presented to him by HRH The Duke of Gloucester at a luncheon in December, 2010. 

 

Buses will depart from Brooklyn and Manhattan with beneficiaries and members to enjoy a day together.   

 EMERGENCY GRANTS FOR AIR CONDITIONERS, END OF LIFE 
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Mary Lamasney, the Society's Manton Social Worker, reports on non-routine ways your Society has aided beneficiaries in recent months. The Society has a budget for emergency grants both for beneficiaries as well as one-time only recipients.  These grants are typically for rent arrears, security deposits, furniture, bed bug covers, contact lenses, therapeutic classes and, less commonly, repatriation; but this past year we have had many more requests for air-conditioners (6) and funerals (7).  

  

During the recent heat wave both of the St. George's Society social workers discovered during home visits that some beneficiaries were without air conditioners.   The fans that were in place were inadequate to address the stifling heat and humidity penetrating into their apartments day and night.  The Society purchased six air conditioners at a cost of $320 per unit and also paid for one air conditioner  to be repaired this summer.  Air conditioners were a necessary health support for these homebound beneficiaries and also life-changing.   Reports received from the beneficiaries indicate that they are comfortable, with reduced hypertension, less headache and arthritis pain, as well as lessened anxiety.   One beneficiary wrote to me "you have given me back a good night's sleep."

 

Death is never easy to deal with but equally anxiety-inducing for the poor is what happens to their remains. Without life insurance or family willing or able to pay for even the most basic funeral, the prospect of being buried in Potters' Field on Harts Island can be as fearsome as death itself.   The Society has been facing this issue not just for its own beneficiaries but for Commonwealth and United Kingdom nationals in New York without the means to afford burial expense.  To date this year the Society has paid for the cremation of seven individuals.  Each of the funerals was done through our local independent provider, Gannon Funeral Home.  The average cost for this service is $1,800.    The cremated remains were either returned to family members who wished to dispose of them themselves or delivered to Cypress Hills Cemetery for interment in the Society's plot, where there is a stone monument there upon which the names of the interred are inscribed. 
PHILIP WARNER, OBE, APPOINTED CHAIRMAN OF 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
[image: image7.jpg]S SOCIETY




Philip Warner, OBE, Chairman of the Membership Committee

A new Membership Committee was constituted at the July 6 meeting of the Board of Directors.  The members are Philip Warner, OBE, Chairman; Lewis S. Allen; Maria Allen; JoAnne Davidson; Richard Sexton; Robert J.K. Titley.   The new committee convened subsequently on August 17 to agree on a mission ("Retain, cultivate and increase membership") and determine ways to achieve it.  

 

This led to a wider discussion about how the Society operates now and what can be improved.  It was proposed to simplify the number of dues levels and to tailor membership benefits to accord with different levels, so that those who pay more get more.  Different and more attractive membership add-on benefits will be sought.  In addition, a new "super" level of membership was proposed carrying very particular benefits through new relationships with British non-profit institutions.  

 

Acting on the recommendation of the Kellogg Organization the Society has bought a member and events database program called ResultsPlus that will enable it to better track and service its members.  ResultsPlus will allow dues to be payable on the anniversary of joining, and to pay in installments.  The responsibilities of the membership manager were discussed and the main ones were outlined.  Even though the meeting lasted two hours, there was so much to review and discuss that not all the agenda points were gone through.   John C. Harvey, President, and John Shannon, Executive Director, also attended.    Another meeting will occur in mid-September.  

  

 Members are invited to send ideas or suggestions for enhancing the membership experie3nce to John Shannon at john.shannon@stgeorgessociety.org. 

UPCOMING ST. GEORGE'S ACTIVITIES! 
 Monday 19 September (September 22 rain date) 
Champagne Fall Kickoff Reception at the Otto Kahn Mansion. Click here to buy tickets.

 

Thursday 6 October 
British Arts Committee Presents Amanda Foreman, Author of A World on Fire: Britain's Crucial Role in the American Civil War at The Grolier Club 

 

Tuesday 18 October 

Semiannual Meeting and Dinner with Special Musical Entertainment at The Players - the Songs of Guy Bolton, Jerome Kern and P.G. Wodehouse.

 

Saturday 10 December 

The Ever-Popular Traditional Christmas Luncheon at The Yale Club. 



